Cardiac arrest after graft reperfusion during liver transplantation.
Cardiac arrest (CA) during orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) is rare but it threatens the lives of patients. The cause of perioperitive CA is not fully understood. We reported the occurrence of CA in 5 patients after unclamping of the vena cava and investigated the relationship between CA and associated variables. Five patients with CA after graft reperfusion during OLT in our unit from November 1996 to September 2003 were retrospectively reviewed. Analyzed data included donor and recipient demographic data, and recipient operative and postoperative events. Five (2.1%) of 240 patients undergoing OLT experienced CA 5 minutes after graft reperfusion. Two patients died of resuscitation failure. Hyperkalemia and metabolic acidosis after revascularization were observed in some patients. The five patients had hypothermia and hypocalcemia, and one had pulmonary embolism. CA is one of the syndromes after reperfusion. Many factors such as hyperkalemia, acidosis or pulmonary embolism combined with hypothermia and hypocalcemia during the operation seem to contribute to the occurrence of CA.